
Testimony from the Philippines

My name is Freziel Sheen A. Cabayao, the daughter of a leprosy patient
and a recipient of the SOM scholarship from 2020 to 2025. Having the
opportunity to study at university was a great privilege, especially for
someone like me who comes from a low-income family. As the eldest
child, I carried with me the hopes of my siblings and my widowed mother
of earning a bachelor's degree, something that once seemed like a distant
dream due to financial hardship and the lack of scholarships. However, God is good, and His mercy
endures. When I was about to enter university, the SOM Sisters opened their doors and offered
scholarships to the children of leprosy patients. I was fortunate to be chosen as one of the
scholarship recipients. I pursued my studies with great determination and perseverance, knowing that
the financial support we received came from the blood, sweat, and sacrifices of the SOM Sisters
who served at the hospital.
I am deeply grateful to the Lord and the Sisters, not only for the scholarship, but also for the
valuable lessons I have learned along the way. Thanks to their guidance, I have learned discipline,
responsibility, and balance between academic and social commitments, such as serving in the
assigned cleaning areas every weekend. More importantly, I have learned humility, kindness, and
compassion in serving others.
Thanks to their help and God's goodness, I graduated with honors in Psychology. Today, I am a
licensed psychologist working in a hospital.
Maraming Salamat, Sisters! Thank you for your unwavering support and dedication. May
God bless you always and your noble mission.

New school in Madagascar

The Antanambahivavy school is a project supported in part
by the proceeds from the charity dinner (euro 12,458.50).
Since these were not sufficient, bricks, sand, and soil were
purchased with the parents' contributions.
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The two grandparents
had been expecting that
very question from her
for a long time. Do you
know why? Because
never, like that time, had
the two grandparents
been so quick to answer
her. And, what's more,
her grandmother answe-
red, having more than
once given precedence to
her grandfather; to her
grandfather, who, while
her grandmother spoke,
nodded. As if to confirm

that he would have said the same thing,
even if, as he often said: "... with diffe-
rent words."
And her grandmother explained to her:
"You see... little girl, I..." - she was about
to say 'my,' but she changed the 'my' to
'our' - ... our... Grandpa and I met there,
where we go every year... In Assisi...
Saint Francis is buried there... The saint,
who has the same name as some of your
little friends..."
Then her grandfather chimed in:
"Francesco... Saint Francis was called
Francesco, because his father imported
precious fabrics from France at the
time... and had become rich through
that type of trade. Your father told you
about France... a country you know well.
It's said his mother was French...

And he continued: he was a somewhat

spoiled boy: nice clothes, parties with
friends, cheerful evenings. Far from the
poor and the sick: ÒLike many boys
todayÉ Almost of ageÉ he would have
liked to have a military careerÉ more
wearing than using weapons in combat.
ButÉÓ.
The little girl looked at her grandmother,
because she knew that ÒbutÓ was similar
to one of the unexpected events her
father might encounter while flying in a
sudden storm. And her grandfather
continued: ÒÉ but he was taken prisoner
by the enemy and forced to stay in
prison for a long timeÉ When he retur-
ned homeÉ he fell ill and thought about
everything, until he realized that Jesus
was Ôthe reason behind all whysÕÓ.
The little girl felt that her grandfather, in
saying Ôthe reason behind all whysÕ, was
exaggerating the tone of his voice. She
asked him the reason, and he said: ÒYes,
yes, yesÉ? SoÉ these are the words that
Brother Carlo Carretto, a dear friend of
ours, loved to repeat to us every time we
met him in SpelloÉ not far from AssisiÉ
And FrancisÉ changed his lifeÉ he loved
the lepersÉ the poorÉ absolute povertyÉ
He lovedÉ being nothingÉ to be more
like JesusÉÓ
The little girl asked more about Francis
and Carlo. Her grandfather spoke to her
even more and gave her the book that
he and her grandmother had received as
a gift from Brother Carlo Carretto: Io,
Francesco.
But it didn't end there, becauseÉ

T hat little girl grew up with average
intelligence, very interested in
geography and history, because

her father was a pilot and because her
grandparents would tell stories about
their childhood, reliving themselves and
savoring with their "gran-
ddaughter" the flavor
of the affections and
experiences they had
when they were her age.
Over the years, the
grandparents and the little
girl spent a lot of time
together. It happened,
however, that at a certain
time of the year, her
grandmother and grandfa-
ther would leave, disappear
from her. And she, the
little girl, felt somewhat
"disoriented," not only
because of the time she
spent with them, but above all because
of the lack of attention, the glances, and
the security she felt from her grandpa-
rents: there was something special
between her and her grandparents.
Yes, yes, yes: her grandparents would
disappear for a whole week. When they
returned, the two of them also returned
with nice little gifts, but for her, there
was always a certain emotional void in
the little girl.
Everything had been like this, until 2025.
As she grew older, in anticipation of
2026, one fine day, the granddaughter
asked her grandparents: ÒGrandpaÉ and
you too, GrandmaÉ why don't you tell
meÉ I meanÉ you don't explainÉ Excuse
meÉ Where do you goÉ every yearÉ
every blessed yearÉ almost at the same
time of year?... I know there's nothing
wrong with meÉ if I ask youÉÓ

The Why ofi 
All Whys
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By the mid-1900s, it was concluded
that Princess Orsini had been, for the
Hospitallers of Mercy, merely the
promoter, as she was not a member
of the Congregation, being a noble-
woman, a benefactor, and married.
In this confusion of ideas and with
the outbreak of the two great world
wars, the princess's sanctification
faded into the background.
The Second Vatican Council, with
the renewal of the Institutes, led
some nuns to undertake the
exhumation and study of numerous
documents. Thus, the truth about
Princess Teresa Orsini Doria
Pamphilj and her sanctity, which for
a variety of reasons had remained
forgotten, is being rediscovered.
Today, the Congregation of
the Hospitaller Sisters of Mercy
fervently prays for the recognition
of the merits and heroic virtues of
its founder.
The Cause for Beatification of
Princess Teresa Orsini Doria began
in Rome on November 13, 1998, at
12:00 PM, in the Lateran Palace,
presided over by Cardinal Vicar
Camillo Ruini, who stated:

Teresa could certainly boast of her
physical beauty. But an even
greater beauty emanated from her
moral qualities [É]. She did not
hesitate, with her husband's
consent, to make available her
assets. And despite her dedication
to the poorest, she did not neglect
her family and the education of her
children. Charity and tireless service
to others could only undermine her
health.

The closing session of the diocesan
inquiry into the Process of
Beatification and Canonization of
Teresa Orsini Doria was held on
May 15, 2009, at the Vicariate
Palaces of St. John Lateran. Cardinal
Agostino Vallini, Vicar General of
His Holiness for the Diocese of
Rome, stated in his address:

"Today, the diocesan inquiry into
the Process of Beatification and
Canonization of the Servant of God
Teresa Orsini Doria Pamphilj,
Founder of the Hospitaller Sisters of
Mercy, concludes. The canonical
investigation, conducted according
to the special norms of the Church,
has revealedÑfrom an examination
of the life and works of the Servant
of GodÑher luminous spiritual
journey as a great Christian woman,
wife, mother, founder, witness, and
worker of mercy in the footsteps of
Christ, who spent her earthly life in

2.4. The Beatification Process.
The cause for the Beatification of
Princess Teresa Orsini began a cen-
tury and a half after her death.

The Congregation experienced
moments of hostility and was in
danger of being suffocated.
Cardinal Sala took over the hospital
after the princess's death. There
were many difficulties to overcome:
first and foremost, the Institute had
to be reclaimed from slander and
mistrust, as it was recognized as an
association of women volunteers
dedicated to hospital work.
Another activity to which the cardinal
subsequently focused his attention
was providing for the religious
formation of its members.
The institute flourished again
around 1894, and the nuns
continued to bear witness with
their lives, through their sacrifice in
the hard work of the hospital,
where vocations flourished and
bore fruit, fulfilling the words of Leo
XII on January 3, 1826, recognizing
the work of Teresa Orsini: "Long
live, grow, flourish!"

SERVANT OF GOD TERESA ORSINI
Mercy is love in action (VII)

We continue, with the author's kind permission, the publication of
the text "Servant of God Teresa Orsini: Mercy is Love in Action,"
which, developed as a thesis, allowed Mrs. Antonella Di Turi to
earn a degree in Religious Sciences from the "Mons. A. Pecci"
Institute of Religious Sciences of the Theological Faculty of
Southern Italy in Matera.
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CHAPTER  3

THE CONGREGATION

3.1. The Congregation after the
Death of Teresa Orsini
After the princess's death,
the Hospitaller Sisters of Mercy
continued their work with dedica-
tion and sacrifice, daily caring for the
sick with various illnesses, some
serious and life-threatening:
ringworm, syphilis, tuberculosis, and
even leprosy. But this did not dam-
pen their spirit of kindness, simplicity,
and charity, with which they sought
to alleviate the unbearable physical
suffering of the sick, with maternal
love and the example of their self-
denial.

Two years after the princess's death,
Gregory XVI praised the work of the
Hospitaller Sisters of Mercy, recalling
the good they had brought to the
hospitals.
He also remembered the "most
pious and noble" Teresa Orsini and
enthusiastically confirmed both the
Congregation and its Rules, entitled
Constitutions of the Hospitaller
Sisters, known as the Sisters of
Mercy. She also granted Roman citi-
zenship to all nuns, even those born
outside the city of Rome. Finally, she
established the financial administra-
tion of the Congregation's indepen-
dence from that of the hospitals
where the Sisters worked.

(continued)

Rome. The Servant of God Teresa
Orsini Doria Pamphilj is an
extraordinary and original figure in
Christian hagiography who, in a
certain sense, can be compared to
Saint Elizabeth of Hungary and
Saint Frances of Rome. As the fame
of her sanctity and the credibility of
her work, which continues and
develops throughout the world,
grounded in the high value of her
evangelical witness, endure, her
spiritual daughters, the Hospitaller
Sisters of Mercy, have inherited the
legacy of the Servant of God, so that
the heroism and fascination of their
Mother might also shine through
the testimony of their lives, commit-
ted to embodying her spiritual
charism.

After having reconstructed
the       fundamental stages of the
princess's life and the work
carried out by the Hospitaller
Sisters of Mercy throughout the
world, Cardinal Vallini concludes by
saying:

The Servant of God Teresa Orsini
Doria Pamphilj is certainly an
example of this Christian life lived to
the full. And we hope that the
Church, after a careful examination
of her life and having verified her
heroic practice of Christian vir-
tues,Ñif it so pleases the LordÑ
may enroll her in the register of the
Blessed. We hope that her dau-
ghters, the Hospitaller Sisters of
Mercy, following the example of
their Foundress, may continue their
journey of unconditional dedication
to the sick and, like the Good
Samaritan, pour the oil of consola-
tion and the wine of hope upon suf-
fering humanity.
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support the brothers, strangers, the
poor, and the sick, according
to each's needs. This monk, who
administers and provides for their
needs, is to care for them according
to his means.
By this means, grave sins are
forgiven, guilt is expiated, and
above all, one draws closer to God.
This canon does not contain any
anathema at the end.

I n every city, special buildings for
strangers, the poor, and the sick
are to be established; These

buildings are usually called
guesthouses or hostels. The bishop
is to appoint a man from among the
monks who live in the desert. He is a
stranger, coming from a distant
land, far from his relatives, who has
given good testimony and is known
for his integrity. He is to be placed in

charge of the house. It will be his
duty to prepare beds, blankets, and
all other necessities for the sick and
poor. If the Church does not have
sufficient resources to meet these
expenses, it is to take up a collection
among the faithful, using the dea-
cons at any time of the year, and
receive from Christians, from each
according to his means and resour-
ces. The proceeds are to be used to

The Council of Nicaea, held in 325 ADÑthe 1700th
anniversary of which was celebrated last yearÑlasted
approximately three months and was the first Christian
ecumenical council. It was convened and presided over
by the Roman Emperor Constantine I, who intended to
restore religious peace and achieve dogmatic unity,
which had been undermined by various disputes, parti-
cularly over Arianism. His intention was also political,
since the strong conflicts among Christians were
weakening society and, with it, the Roman state. With
the participation of approximately 300 bishops and
under these conditions, the council began on May 20,
325. Given the geographical location of Nicaea, most of
the participating bishops came from the eastern part of
the Empire.
Canon 75 is transcribed.

WELCOMING HOUSES
IN EVERY CITY
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breadcrumbs. Place them on a baking
sheet lined with parchment paper and
dust with the remaining breadcrumbs.
Then drizzle with white wine (no more
than half a glass) and drizzle with extra
virgin olive oil.
Bake in a preheated oven at 180¡C
(350¡F) for 35-40 minutes. It doesn't
need to be served immediately: it's also
good cold.

Tradition
The Festival of the Candles of Gubbio,
one of the oldest Italian traditions
(dating back to 1160), is celebrated
every May 15th in honor of the patron
saint, Saint Ubaldo. Three enormous
wooden structures, topped by the
statues of Saints Ubaldo, Giorgio, and
Antonio, are carried on shoulders in a

Ingredients 
¥ 600 g soaked cod
¥ 100 g breadcrumbs
¥ 1/2 glass white wine
¥ extra virgin olive oil
¥ salt
¥ pepper
¥ parsley or rosemary

Method
The preparation with fresh cod begins
four days in advance: it is broken into
pieces and placed in water, changing
the water at least twice a day. Finally, it
is salted. It is also available commercially
soaked and desalted, ready to use. For
this recipe, first season the bread-
crumbs with salt, pepper, rosemary, or
parsley, depending on your taste. Cut
the cod into pieces and coat them in

The origins of this dish from Gubbio are very popular. Baccal� (stockfish) was
one of the few fish that could reach the inland areas of Umbria, thanks to its
ease of preservation. Being also the "people's fish," available on the tables of
farmers and workers, it became a staple for important celebrations. Such is
the "Festa dei Ceri," which takes place in Gubbio on May 15th and is attended
by thousands of people from all over the world.

Baccalà alla ceraiola

spectacular, wild race through the city
center, ending at the summit of Mount
Ingino. From the morning of May 14th,
beneath the arches of Palazzo dei
Consoli, the University's bricklayers
distribute baccal� alla ceraiola, prepared
according to a secret recipe passed
down from the elders and local cooks.
Being a fish rich in protein and minerals,
it is essential fuel for the ceraioli, who
will undertake the mad race with the
Cero on their shoulders to the Basilica
of Sant'Ubaldo on Mount Ingino.
Preparing the baccal� reflects the
essence of Gubbio: defined roles for
everyone-cleaning, cooking, serving,
encouraging-no one excluded. You win
or lose as a group, just like in a race.

foto dal web

foto dal web

foto dal web
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N othing is difficult for those who want it
strongly: this is the meaning of the Latin
motto Nihil difficile volenti. Now, I invite

everyone to reflect on this assumption, asking
ourselves whether it is truly possible to achieve any
goal. Can we really think of doing, undoing,
obtaining, or changing everything? Is this what we
want to teach young people? Obviously, the answer
to these questions is a resounding and firm "no."
Because wanting something isn't enough to have it.
Will isn't enough, desire isn't enough, and in many
cases, it wouldn't even be fair to get everything
you want. We must be very careful not to convey
misleading concepts to the younger generations.

Accepting that we don't have full power over our
lives gives us strength, because it frees us from the
illusion of being in complete control. There are
many things that fall outside our sphere of compe-
tence: the behavior of others, the success of a pro-
ject, what others think of usÑto name just a fewÑ
are matters that depend on external factors, over
which we have no control.

But then, if so little depends on us, where would our
strength be, once we're freed from the illusion of full
control?

Well, if we don't have the power to control the

behavior of others, we can and must take responsi-
bility for our own actions and how we react to what
others do or say. This can make a difference, indeed!
The effort we put into a project that ultimately fails
can push us to create an alternative, the so-called
Plan B, which may prove to be the better choice.
If others think things about us that we don't want
them to, it's important for us to maintain consistency
and consistency in our behavior.

Focusing on what lies within our competence saps
the power of everything external, uncontrollable,
and unpredictable. Therefore, accepting that we
have no power restores our responsibility to do what
we can to control our lives, making a concrete and
effective contribution to the common good.

ACCEPT THAT YOU HAVE
NO POWER 

Not everything you want can be achieved

Nihil difficile
volenti

(motto latino)
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scared! He sees that we're all always
rushing around, but he told me that
rushing isn't in his nature, and that, in
any case, he thinks it wouldn't hurt
for us to slow down a bit, too, because
we'd better enjoy the softness of the
leaves, the colors of the flowers, the
scents of the forest, and, in general,
the company of our friends, whom
we sometimes don't even say hello
to, barely seeing them without
stopping to ask how they are, caught
up in our not-always-necessary rushes.

A s you already know, the
winter days are shorter, and
we rabbits run around less,

because it's not good for us when
darkness catches us far from our
shelters. So, often, we simply lie on
the grass, staring around at the
darkening landscape... and one such
afternoon, I saw an animal that
seemed to be standing still on a large
branch. Well, you won't believe it; it
wasn't exactly standing still, but
moving so slowly that it seemed

LAPO
tells the incredible stories of the woods

Hi kids, today I want you to pass on my regards to your parents,
grandparents, and nanniesÑin short, to all those who care for you, who
want what's best for you, and who tell you when to hurry and when to
stop... You know, in my sleepy, short winter afternoons, I met an animal
often accused of being lazy because it seems to move in slow motion. In
reality, he doesn't do this out of laziness, but for a multitude of reasons
that would take too long to list now. But I really want to tell you the most
important things, so if you happen to see him in a zoo or on TV, you
won't think such bad or unpleasant things about him!
Listen to this...

THE SLOT, CALLED THE SLOTTLE-PLANE,
WHY IT ALWAYS MOVES TOO SLOWLY 

You shouldn't always run

Do you know what I realized, talking
to Posapiano? That sometimes
haste makes us forget the most
important things, that we're not in a
race, and therefore, every now and
then it's worth slowing down and
spending more time seeing the
world around us, those close to us
who might need a paw, those with a
few big tears rolling down their
faces without anyone noticing...
that last thing, if you think about it,
is really bad!

Risparmiare tempo a volte pu� significare trascurare un amico 
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O ne of the things I discovered
from my very first experiences
in Africa, and have seen confir-

med in many subsequent ones, is the
enviably different perception of the
present, a temporal dimension in
which we tend almost exclusively to
"stumble," habitually and perhaps
constitutionally projected, as we are,
into the immediate future.
This perception, profoundly different
from ours, opens their lives to the
possibility of living each moment
intensely for what it offers, regardless
of whether it is related to the past or
what it holds for the future: a broad
present whose intrinsic value we learn
to grasp and breathe like every pulse
of life.
To our eyes, accustomed differently to
perceiving the passage of time,
what stands out at first glance is the
dimension of apparently passive
acceptance of every event, and our
almost inevitable reaction is to
interpret this attitude as a form of
resigned fatalism.
I could recount many personal
experiences, but I believe the most
significant and compelling is the one I
am about to share.
I had just arrived from the 140-kilome-
ter drive separating Ayam� from the

The Present  
in Africa

Abidjan airport in Ivory Coast and, as
had happened several times before,
before I could reach the mission,
freshen up, and unload my luggage, I
received an urgent request to go to
the hospital. There, already transferred
to the operating room, half-lying on
the operating table, I found a young
man in his early twenties, severely
dyspneic and now decidedly cyanotic.
A quick clinical assessment revealed
the presence of a hypertensive
pneumothorax with a valve
mechanism. Unfortunately, I realized
that the nurses present were clearly
inexperienced with this pathological
situation. With some difficulty, I had
the boy placed in the proper sitting
position and, having obtained a
scalpel and a trocar (a sort of cylindri-
cal dagger), I prepared to insert it
between his ribs to allow the air trap-
ped under high pressure in his chest to
escape. However, in the few moments
I spent trying to achieve this quickly,
the boy went into cardiac arrest.
Resuscitation efforts were unsucces-
sful, and I was deeply dismayed to find
him dead.
I left the room emotionally shaken by
this episode, the outcome of which I
had never experienced in similar
situations in Italy, given the relative

simplicity of the procedure with
minimal expert cooperation.
I approach the waiting relatives; I had
noticed them in the foyer as I rushed
to the room. In informing the father of
his son's death, I explain the failure of
my last-minute attempt: my dismay is
evident.
The man, somehow prepared by the
obviously extreme conditions in which
he had handed over his son and by
reading my expression, becomes
aware of the loss. Then he appears
surprisingly touched by my sympathy
and addresses me with these words:
"Doctor, you shouldn't be so upset:
my son was lucky... with your arrival,
he had an extra chance."
An incredible ability and intentionality
to seize the moment and not let it slip
away... there will be plenty of time to
live and process the next present.
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T his story by Mark (1:35-38),
like all the accounts in his
Gospel, is a dry one, but rich in

clues that should and can be the
subject of our reflection.

ÒÉwhen they found him, they said to
him, ÇEveryone is looking for you!È
38 He said to them, ÇLet us go on to
the next towns, that I may preach
there also; for this is why I cameÈ.Ó

This response from Jesus, as reported
in the text, sounds almost harsh if
considered solely in connection with
his desire to escape the crowds
attracted by the healings he had
performed. It could also be related
to a certain tiredness after the inten-
se day he had just experienced. At
the beginning of this passage, Mark
reports that he had risen in the
morning while it was still dark and,
leaving the house, had withdrawn to
a deserted place to pray. It's not
surprising, then, if, using a contem-
porary expression, we infer that he

probably felt the need to "recharge
his batteries."
And here's the first clue: a detail
reported by Mark in the first verses
of his Gospel, which reveals that
Jesus, a man, to fulfill the purpose of
his coming, prays to enter into
communion with the Father. This is a
concrete example for all of us: only
in personal dialogue with the Lord
can we find the right motivation and
the energy needed to take concrete
action. This is the right path to nurture
our capacity for attention to others
and make ourselves consciously and
effectively available to our neighbor
("I CARE").
The profound meaning of the entire
passage, however, perhaps lies
precisely in the words: "...that I may
preach there also; for for this I
came!"
Let us not be misled by the verb "to
preach." Jesus' preaching is certainly
also made up of words, but above all
it is a personal example: "I am the
way."

His need, his imperative, his "for this
I have come" is to bring his testimony
of words and actions to the greatest
possible number of people, not only
with the fame that follows or precedes
him on his journey, but above all
with his actual presence, so as to
deeply engage anyone who comes
into direct contact with him. This is
what his "Let us go on to the nearby
villages, that I may preach there
also" tells us... this is his intent: to
become a "way" there too.
This is the second clue for us to
grasp. In this spirit, our "I care" could
become action in reaching out to our
"nearby villages"... not places, but
people: even just those with whom
we come into contact in everyday
life.
Life, following the example of Jesus,
if nourished by constant dialogue
with the Father, can facilitate an
active adherence to his message to
concretely grasp the invitation: ÒGo
and do likewiseÓ (Lk 10:37 Ð the
Good Samaritan).

“FOR THIS IS WHY I CAME”…
SOME CLUES FOR OUR “I CARE”
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I t's difficult to accept that almost 80
years after the Schuman
Declaration, the desired European

Union not only remains within the realm
of fine words and desirable intentions
but, under the current circumstances,
has probably never been so distant. The
problems resulting from the lack of
genuine political, social, and economic
cohesion among its 27 member countries
are well known and will not be the
subject of this reflection. Of greater
interest is the role the Church, through
the Jubilee of 2025, could have played
in fostering a reflection on this issue.

The Iter Europaeum, launched in 2021
for the 50th anniversary of bilateral
relations between the European Union
and the Holy See, could have a certain
significance in this regard, even if only
symbolic. The journey through 28

churches and basilicas, each linked to a
member state, is a path that connects
countries, united by common cultural
roots, despite the heterogeneity of their
respective historical, artistic, and social
contexts: a fascinating key to
understanding what should be, and
what is not yet.

The educational and cultural journey
that, between the 16th and 18th
centuries, led young European scholars,
intellectuals, and nobles to travel
through the continent's major cities to
engage with other cultures, could,
in our opinion, provide the basic
guidelines for a new form of geopolitics
founded on mutual respect, interaction,
and the exchange of knowledge among
European peoples.
Reality seems to speak another language.
We hope, however, that the Iter

Europaeum, and more generally the
Jubilee 2025, can serve as a bridge,
even if only symbolic, to strengthen the
Union at such a delicate moment in its
history. This will be achieved through a
shared vision and the integration of
histories and cultures, even divergent
ones, united under the banner of peace,
Christian integration, and shared
development.
The Iter Europaeum is not a political
project or path. But it could provide the
cultural glue capable of promoting
European unity. In this sense, we can
consider it a laboratory of integration: a
concrete experience of unity in diversity,
preparing the cultural and social ground
for a more federal and supportive
Europe.

A symbol of hope, an antidote to
divisions!

The... Jubilee for a United Europe
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CARE FOR THE ELDERLY
...where the synodal spirit triumphs through dialogue and collaboration

between different charisms and a single path in the Spirit.



E veryone lives in a more or less closed culture, but they are
also more or less aware that there are other cultures with
different conceptions of life, of the world, and of the many

other concepts that concern existence and the reality of life. (See
Raimon Panikkar, Peace and Interculturality, A Philosophical
Reflection, Jaca Book, ed. Nov. 2025). We all have the same digni-
ty and are all called to holiness, happiness, peace, and the beauty
of living together, without crushing one another.
The differences that each person carries within themselves and
the cultural diversities that coexist within a local or religious
community, parish or ecclesial, national or internationalÑin short,
an entire nationÑcannot and must not hinder the emancipation of
each individual. Therefore, in a multicultural context like today's, it
becomes increasingly urgent to free ourselves from stereotypical
prejudices.
The question is: how can we live in harmony and peace within a
community while each maintaining their own identity in an inter-
nationalized, multi- and pluricultural world? How can we live in
harmony and peace, remaining united and preserving the value of
our own culture, while recognizing diversity, without giving in to
relativism or the oppressive law of the strongest?
Every culture believes in its own myths, customs, and traditions.
But when we forget the relativity of each individual's beliefs, we
risk considering our own ideas and values as absolute. We can say
that this was also experienced in colonialism, which generated a
sort of superiority complex for the colonizers and an inferiority
complex for the subjugated cultures, even after many decades of
national independence. This also occurs in the ideological cultural
vision of so-called developed and developing countries, in the
mentality that still relies on the idea of "Third World."
Humanity is universal, but expresses its humanity in diverse ways.
"Respect for humanity requires respect for every human culture."
Cultures not only have different visions of the world and the reality
of life, but they are also "another world" (R. Panikkar) and are
intertwined in communities, workplaces, neighborhoods,
apartment buildings, and families where different nationalities
and religions meet and embrace one another. And this dynamic is
found even more profoundly in the community life of many
missionaries, consecrated persons, workers in evangelization,
peace, and humanitarian work.

*(Claudia Caneva, I diversi modi di dire persona, 
Africa, Cina, Europa e India in dialogo, Ed. Mimesis, 2023, p.17)
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COMMUNITY
AND IDENTITY
“Where there are human beings, there is culture”* 



BEYOND THE "ECONOMIC MAN"
The Heart of the Family in Our Daily Choices

33Pillole di Economia della felicità di Andrea Mobiglia

W e often hear about "economics" as a complicated world, made of numbers and
rules that seem far removed from our real lives, from our affections and the
emotions that make us human.

Classical economics imagines a "homo economicus": a person who always chooses with
only his own interests in mind, maximum profit with minimum effort. Imagine him at the
supermarket on a limited budget: he buys the best shampoo for his hair, the high-quality
one at the lowest price. Only personal need, quality, and cost. Nothing more. But this
image hurts a little, doesn't it? It speaks of the "individual" instead of the "person," with all
their richness of emotions. And that "individual utility" excludes others, as if we were
isolated islands.
The reality is much more beautiful and complex, especially in the family. There, we don't
make decisions alone: there are relationships, love, the desire to give without expecting
anything in return. Let's think about it: if parents thought only of their own gain, how could
they care for their children? It requires time, money, and "unpaid" energyÑnot for
maximum profit, but for a child's smile. To start a family, we must put aside that calculating
selfishness.
Let's go back to the supermarket. With the same budget, we now buy shampoo for
ourselves and our child. We choose the cheapest one for ourselves, perhaps of lower
quality, just to get a good one for our offspring. It's not the "perfect" choice for us, but it's
the right one, because it puts their needs first. This is the family economy: it doesn't erase
common sense, but envelops it in a broader embrace, made of care, morality, and relationships.
The family is a mosaic of facetsÑeconomic, emotional, ethicalÑall intertwined. Our
choices cannot ignore this: we are not machines, we are people bound by love. Separating
money from relationships is a mistake that impoverishes us all.



Notizie dal SOM

VIETNAM SPECIAL

34
a cura di Paola Iacovone

The mission of the Hospitaller Sisters of Mercy in Vietnam was opened in 2017. Currently, there is only one
community in Binh Du'o'ng, a suburb of Ho Chi Minh City, where the sisters are primarily involved in parish
ministry and English teaching, they are a presence that aims to be and remain a "SIGN."
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Relax a cura di Concita De Simone36

ORIZZONTALI
1. Celebre rupe romana. 6. AllÕinizio delle scale. 8. Pu�
essere EVO. 9. Pelliccia di coniglio. 12. Mese senza fine.
13. Antico abitatore del Messico. 14. I confini del Bronx.
15. Gli gnocchetti verdi della cucina tirolese. 16. Sul fondo
della radura. 17. Il quartiere spagnolo. 18. Colore simile al
magenta. 20. Impressionante, allÕinizio. 22. Elegante e raf-
finato a Parigi. 23. Caserta. 24. Particella nobiliare. 25. Le
vocali di parte. 26. Il nome di McGregor, attore. 28. Lo sono
le terre fuori dallÕacqua. 31. Il Medio termin� con la scoper-
ta dellÕAmerica. 32. Divide il campo di pallavolo. 33. Ha per
capitale Tripoli.

VERTICALI
1. La serie di videogiochi con Lara Croft. 2. LÕassistente
vocale di Amazon. 3. La Scientifica dei Carabinieri.
4. Fiume italiano. 5. Sollevarsi dal letto. 6. Aroma per insaporire i cibi. 7. Una serie di incontri. 10. Lo � Sophia
Loren. 11. Costru� lÕArca. 13. I Pellirosse americani. 15. Uscire allÕimprovviso. 19. La rivale della Samp. 21. Ne
circolano moltissimi su internet. 23. Robusti fili metallici. 27. La cam del PC. 29. LÕalieno di Spielberg. 30. Al
centro della stella.

Tra chi invier� la soluzione del cruciver-
ba entro il 31 maggio 2026 verranno sor-
teggiati graditi premi. Potete inviare le
vostre risposte al seguente indirizzo:
Concita De Simone
Via Latina, 30 - 00179 Roma 
c/o Rivista Accoglienza che Cresce 
e-mail: accoglienza@consom.it

Anagrammando le lettere evidenziate, scoprirete lÕinsieme degli eventi subiti da Ges� nei suoi ultimi giorni di vitaÉ

RIFLETTERE SORRIDENDOÉ
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P A T E M A A N I M A

Soluzione cruciverba numero precedente: Nicola

Vincitori numero 4/2025: 
Giulia Romano - Vercelli



Via Lemonia, 223/227 - Roma - Tel. 06.52721213

Una nuova Oasi di cura 
e di sollievo per gli anziani

alle porte di Roma

residenzaraffaella21@gmail.com






